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President’s Message by Jeanna Harris

Texas said check, California responds balance!

October 2025

Dear Members and Supportive Friends,

2025 has been quite a ride and it’s not 
over yet. We are one month away from 
the November special election for Prop-
osition 50 aka The Election Rigging Re-
sponse Act. I want to be clear; this isn’t 
just another ballot measure. Prop 50 is 
about defending the very foundation of 
our democracy. 

We are witnessing the erosion of checks 
and balances that keeps our democracy 
healthy. They prevent any one branch 
from holding unchecked power, like the 
Executive branch. They ensure laws are 
debated, courts remain independent, 
and the Will of the People is respected. 
When you have extreme partisanship, 
gerrymandering, and politicians who put 
loyalty to their party over loyalty to the 
system, and our ‘democracy’ doesn’t look 
very democratic anymore. The system is 
still there, but it creaks under the weight 
of polarization and bad faith actors who 
push it to the edge. Too much check and 
not enough balance is how I look at it. 

By voting YES on Prop 50, Californians 
can send a powerful message: we will not 
allow partisan games to silence voters 
or distort our democracy. This measure 
gives our state the tools to respond when 
other states rig the system, protecting 
fair representation here at home. Tex-
as decided to bend the knee to a pseu-
do-King with tiny hands but California 
says hell no! We believe in democracy 
and fair elections on the West Coast! 

How can you help? There are canvass-
ing, phone banks, and GOTV events 
happening everywhere such as the 

Grassroots Dem HQ hosting weekly 
canvasses in Culver City and West LA. 
Check it out HERE.

But if you’re capacity is limited, some-
times the most helpful thing is making 
sure those closest to you vote. If each 
person gets at least one more person to 
vote then I know we WILL WIN! 

More importantly, make sure you are 
registered to vote and your address is 
updated. Check your registration HERE. 
Ballots will start arriving October 2. 

Hope to see you at our October mem-
bership meeting on October 8! In sol-
idarity and with hope for democracy, 
—Jeanna Harris, President

http://www.CulverCityDemocraticClub.com
https://www.facebook.com/CulverCityDems/
https://www.mobilize.us/grassrootsdemocratslahq/event/835279/
https://www.lavote.gov/vrstatus/
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While the Culver City City Attorney is 
a staff member who represents the City 
government, the Los Angeles city attor-
ney is an elected advocate for the people. 

Roy is a civil rights attorney, a former 
Deputy City Attorney, and now a Deputy 
Attorney General who has taken on bil-
lion-dollar companies, defended sanc-
tuary cities, and helped put stolen wages 
back into workers’ pockets. She has spent 
her career protecting tenants from illegal 
evictions, fighting for workers’ rights, 
and aggressively challenging Trump and 
other right-wing extremists. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Primary election isn’t until June, 
but her endorsements are numerous and 
include Los Angeles County Supervisor 
LIndsay Horvath, California State Sen-
ators Lola Smallwood-Cuevas and Car-
oline Menjivar, Assemblymembers Sade 
Elwahary and Tina McKinnor, Culver 
City Vice Mayor Freddy Puza, Former 
Culver City Mayor Yasmine-Imani Mc-
Morrin, Culver City Councilmember 
Bubba Fish, Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmembers Eunisses Hernandez and 
Ysabel Jurado, the Working Family Par-
ty, and major unions including SEIU-
UHW, United Auto Workers 6, United 
Teachers of Los Angeles, Roofers & Wa-
terproofers Local 36, and SMART Local 
105. https://marissaroy.com
The first campaign finance reporting pe-

Comments expressed in the 
newsletter are the opinions of the 
authors and do not necessarily 

represent the position of the 
Culver City Democratic Club

The members of the Culver City Democratic 
Club voted at their August 13 meeting to endorse 
Marissa Roy for Los Angeles City Attorney. 

Endorsed by 
the Culver City 

Democratic Club
Click here for 

Marissa’s website

Di’s Corner:
by Diane Rosenberg
“Fiesta La Ballona” was August 22-24. 
It’s a yearly event in Culver City held 
in Veterans Park, 4117 Overland Ave-
nue, Culver City. On opening evening 
Culver City Mayor Dan O’Brian, Cal-
ifornia Assemblymember Isaac Bryan, 
and City Council Member Freddy Puza 
officially opened the Fiesta. 

As always, the Culver City Demo-
cratic Club had a booth. Club Presi-
dent Jeanna Harris was there most of 
the weekend. Other active members 
who helped at the booth were Corre-
sponding Secretary Haifaa Moammar, 
former Club President Jeff Schwartz, 
School Board Member Brian Guer-
rero, Recording Secretary Shannon 
Theus, Jack Galanty, Leah Pressman 
our Political/legislator, Diane Rosen-
berg Membership Chair, Culver City 
Councilmember Bubba Fish, Former 
Culver City Mayor and Councilmem-
ber Alex Fisch, Culver City Vice Mayor 
Freddie Puza, Newsletter Editor Pete 
Rockwell, our Treasurer Cynthia Hart. 
Around 5pm our Congressional Rep-
resentative Sydney Kamlager-Dove 
visited our booth.

riod ended shortly before the Democrat-
ic Club meeting, and filings revealed that 
Roy had raised more money than the in-
cumbent she is attempting to unseat and 
that she had twice as many donations un-
der $100. 
Club members who spoke in favor of en-
dorsing Roy mentioned her track record, 
her impressive campaign, and the scan-
dals surrounding her opponent.
Learn more about Marissa Roy in her 
long form interview with Former City 
Councilmember Mike Bonin here.

Culver City 
Democratic Club 
votes to endorse 
UNITE HERE! LOCAL 
11 resolution for 
Fair Games at LA 
Olympics
by Cynthia Hart
The Olympics always accelerate polic-
ing, evictions, inequality, exploitation, 
and the erosion of democracy in every 
host city. The LA 2028 games are no dif-
ferent. At our September meeting, our 
Club voted to endorse UNITE HERE 
Local 11's resolution calling for:

• A transparent and open process in 
major Olympics contracts and venue 
agreements 

• City and region-wide union and living 
wage jobs

• Housing for working families 

Culver City could become one of those 
impacted host cities. Discussions are un-
derway for our city to be the New Zea-
land Olympics headquarters, at a cost to 
our city of an estimated $527,763. Most 
of this cost would be in police overtime. 
It is not certain that any resulting sales 
tax bump would be sufficient to fully off-
set that cost.

It is expected that the New Zealand 
Olympics activity would be centered at 
the Culver City Steps, owned by Michael 
Hackman, who was a major donor in the 
last election for Culver City Council. He 
did not contribute to any of our Club's 
endorsed candidates. To read more about 
the resolution CLICK HERE.

https://marissaroy.com
https://marissaroy.com
https://marissaroy.com
https://whatsnextlosangeles.buzzsprout.com/1414123/episodes/16770671-marissa-roy-candidate-for-la-city-attorney
https://www.unitehere11.org/wp-content/uploads/Fair-Games-A-New-Deal-for-our-Future-.pdf
https://www.unitehere11.org/wp-content/uploads/Fair-Games-A-New-Deal-for-our-Future-.pdf
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Cardboard, markers, and rage—the art of the homemade protest sign
Edited by Pete Rockwell
There’s something about a homemade 
protest sign that just hits home.

In the year 2025—where AI writes your 
news, your fridge judges your sodium 
intake, and billionaires are still trying to 
privatize air—it turns out that nothing 
says “power to the people” like a crooked 
piece of cardboard with a message writ-
ten in Sharpie and a little too much glue-
stick residue.

You can tell a lot about a person by their 
protest sign. Are they the “clever pun 
and angry font” type? The “quotes John 
Lewis in cursive” type? Or the underrat-
ed “chaotic toddler scribble but with real 
conviction” type?

The beauty of protest in 2025 is this: no 
one is showing up for perfection. We’re 
showing up for each other.

There’s power in glitter. Homemade 
signs are messy, joyful, full of grammar 
crimes, and deeply democratic. They re-
ject polish. They reject corporate brand-
ing. They say, “I made this with what I 
had—printer paper, poster board, the 
inside of a pizza box—because what’s 
happening in the world demands I say 
something.”

In 2025, we’re still fighting for voting 
rights, reproductive freedom, climate 
sanity, and the fundamental idea that 
empathy is not a partisan issue. In the 
face of that, a handmade sign becomes a 

battle flag for the hopeful and the fed up.

Also, let’s be real—it’s therapeutic. There 
is something deeply satisfying about 
writing “Hands Off My Democracy” in 
hot pink bubble letters while eating left-
over fries and venting to your group chat. 
Add a little glitter glue if you’re feeling 
spicy.

So yes, make your sign. Misspell some-
thing and cross it out. Cover it with stick-
ers. Use both sides—double the fury. 
Show up. Because protests aren’t about 
being perfect. They’re about being Pres-
ent. That’s the kind of chaotic democracy 
energy we need.

The constitution was, after all, hand-writ-
ten and homemade. Of, By, and for the 
People.

So, People: See you in the streets—card-
board in hand, heart wide open. `

Are you ready for the 
No Kings Rally Oct 
18th? You saved the 
date, you made your 
sign. Now where do 
you go and when?
You’re in luck! You have your choice of 
downtown Culver City, from 11 am to 
12:30 pm, in front of Culver City Hall, 
or the rally and march at Grand Park in 
downtown Los Angeles. That one starts 
at 2 pm.

You can go to both!
At 12:30, when the Culver City demon-
stration is winding down, get on the 
train in Culver City and take it to Sev-
enth Street/Metro Center Station. See if 
we can get more peaceful people on the 
street in LA than anywhere else in the 
country.

Peaceful people
A core principle behind all No Kings 
events is a commitment to nonviolent 
action. We expect all participants to seek 
to de-escalate any potential confronta-
tion with those who disagree with our 
values and to act lawfully at these events. 
Weapons of any kind, including those 
legally permitted, should not be brought 
to events.
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This book could change everything for the better
Book review by Pete Rockwell

“As I wrote the first words of this 
book, late in December 2024, a warm 
rain pelted the Green Mountains of 
Vermont. It should have been snow, 
of course, but scientists had just an-
nounced that 2024 was the hottest 
year ever recorded—indeed, the paleo- 
climatologists said it had been the 
hottest year in the last 125,000.

“While I was still immersed in typing 
these pages, America inaugurated 
Donald Trump as president after he 
ran on the premise that global warm-
ing was a hoax. Oh, and Los Angeles 
caught fire; among the least important 
results of that conflagration was that 
the home of my earliest memories, up 
against the Altadena hills, burned to 
the ground.

“If I have a literary reputation, it's for a 
kind of dark realism.

“When I was still in my 20s—way 
back in the 1980s—I published what is 
sometimes called the first book on the 
climate crisis. It bore the cheerful title 
The End of Nature; in the decades since, 
with 20 books and countless essays 
and articles published, I have chroni-
cled those early warnings as they came 
true. This moment would seem to be—
indeed it is—the summation and the 
vindication of all that angst.

“And yet, right now, really for the first 
time, I can see a path forward. A path 
lit by the sun.”	 —Bill McKibben

That’s how the introduction to Bill McK-
ibben’s newest book begins. The book is 
called: Here Comes the Sun: A last chance for 
the climate and a fresh chance for civilization. 
After writing more than a dozen books 
about the climate crisis since 1989—
books that predicted the catastrophic 
changes to the climate that have become 
more and more evident—McKibben has 
written a book that’s full of good news. 
It turns out that “Sometime in the early 
part of the 2020s we crossed an invisible 
line where the cost of producing energy 
from the sun dropped below the cost of 
fossil fuel.” He goes on to state that the 

two cheapest ways to produce energy—
photovoltaic panels and wind turbines—
are also the healthiest for the climate and 
the least wasteful. 

I found out about this book around the 
end of August when I heard the author 
interviewed on Chris Hayes’ podcast, 
Why Is This Happening. He talks about 
his new book on Bernie Sanders’ pod-
cast as well.

The political implications
Donald Trump sold himself to the fossil 
fuel industry. During the 2024 campaign 
he told a roomful of oil executives that if 
they gave him a billion dollars he would 
give them anything they wanted. What 
they want is for him to destroy the solar 
power industry and the wind power in-
dustry. He’s trying to do that by telling 
lies. I just heard him say that wind pow-
er—a form of solar power, because the 
sun heats the atmosphere unevenly and 
causes wind—is the most expensive form 
of energy. The truth is oil is the most 
expensive form of energy in spite of the 
fact that our goverment subsidizes the 
oil industry.

The book does more than tell the good 
news about the low cost of clean energy. 
It lays out the fact that people of good 
will now have an alternative to dirty en-
ergy (oil, coal, ethanol). An alternative 
that is not only cleaner and cheaper—it’s 
an energy source that can’t be hoarded. 
An energy source that doesn’t require 
massive oil wells and refineries. 

Culver City Democratic Club endorses Proposition 50
By Jeff Schwartz
On September 10, at their monthly gen-
eral meeting, the members of the Culver 
City Democratic Club voted unanimous-
ly to endorse Proposition 50.

Proposition 50 will temporarily redraw 
California’s Congressional districts to 
add five Democratic seats. This is to 
counterbalance Texas’ move earlier this 
year to redraw their districts to add five 
Republican seats. Redistricting is tradi-
tionally done every ten years, when new 
census data is issued, but Republicans 
have broken this pattern because they 
fear losing control of the House in next 
year’s midterm elections. Unlike Tex-
as’ redistricting, Prop. 50 will expire in 

2030, returning control to California’s 
Independent Redistricting Commission.

Texas does not have an Independent Re-
districting Commission. Instead, it has 
been gerrymandered to favor Republi-
cans. For example, their new plan puts 
the entire city of Austin in one House 
district, forcing two current Democrat-
ic Members of Congress to run against 
each other.

Culver City’s State Assembly Member 
Isaac Bryan, a Lifetime Member of the 
Culver City Democratic Club, has be-
come one of the main spokespeople for 
Prop. 50, appearing on many cable and 
network news programs. Bryan said: 

“When an unprecedented power grab 
threatens to destabilize the foundations 
of our democracy, we can and must do 
everything necessary to stand in the way. 
That is who we are in California.”

The members of the Culver City Dem-
ocratic Club are proud to join Assembly 
Member Bryan and encourage Culver 
City’s voters and organizations to also 
support Prop. 50. Vote-by-mail ballots 
will arrive in early October and are due 
back by November 4.

Comments expressed in the newsletter 
are the opinions of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent the position 

of the Culver City Democratic Club

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9MmJkkv780&list=PLDIVi-vBsOEzArBz5VnChpoJEf4DQCgvG&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41Cab-x9V7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41Cab-x9V7A
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New CCDC 
t-shirts are 
here!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now accepting orders for Club 
t-shirts in a new design, refreshed for our 
70th anniversary.

Shirts are 100% cotton, union made in 
Boyle Heights.

They come in small, medium, large, and 
extra-large and, for the first time, we have 
Men’s (boxy) and Women’s (fitted) cuts.

Place your order by donating $20 (or 
more!) via Act Blue and emailing us at 
CulverCityDemClub@gmail.com your 
desired size and cut. We will deliver in 
Culver City and nearby; other orders will 
be mailed.

We also have a few shirts remaining with 
the previous design (now known as “her-
itage” or “throwback”) shown below.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Our Club website: www.culvercitydemocraticclub.com 
Club email address: CulverCityDemClub@gmail.com 

Follow us on Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/culvercitydemclub.bsky.social 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/culvercitydemclub/ 
and Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CulverCityDems

Help Prop 50 Get Passed! 
By Postcarding 

By Phonebanking and Canvassing 
By Donating to Prop 50 Campaign

October 5 – 11 • Banned Books Week 
Censorship is so 1984. Read for your rights. 

https://bannedbooksweek.org/

October 7 • 6-7:30PM 
Banned Books Read-In—Village Well Bookstore 

RSVP: https://villagewell.com/events/3713620251007

October 8 • 7 PM 
CCDC Membership Meeting on Zoom

October 11 • 7 PM 
Fundraiser to Support Re-Election of Senator Lola Smallwood-Cuevas

October 13 and 27 • 7 PM 
Culver City Council Regular Meetings

October 14 and 28 
CCUSD School Board Meeting

October 18 
Art Walk and Roll Festival

 October 18 • No Kings 
Power Belongs to the People

October 26 • 12–3 PM 
Save the Date! Community & Conversation Luncheon 

Join us for a warm afternoon of connection, conversation, and good food. 
We’ll take time to appreciate our longtime members, welcome new friends, 

and share thoughts on the issues that matter most. 
$50 per person. More details to follow. We can’t wait to see you there!

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/ccdctshirt
mailto:CulverCityDemClub%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:CulverCityDemClub%40gmail.com?subject=
https://bsky.app/profile/culvercitydemclub.bsky.social
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceO5xwaPEMIrMHC-PuYfs4xiLFRkkl-KcZ2xIqCC6sheqQXQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=073f5368cff7dc32f1bfa2b8a&id=403bcaf7f2
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/cdp-sept25-redistricting?refcode=20250918_FR_45DO_WalkPiece&amount=35
https://bannedbooksweek.org/
https://villagewell.com/events/3713620251007
http://Bit.ly/lola-sahli-wells
https://www.culvercity.gov/City-Hall/Meetings-Agendas
https://www.ccusd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=42334&type=d&pREC_ID=51428
https://www.culvercityartwalk.com/
https://www.mobilize.us/nokings/
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Legislative 
Committee 
report
by Leah Pressman
October 13, 2025 is the last day for Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom to sign or to veto 
the bills the state legislature passed this 
year. Fifteen of the bills our club voted to 
support or oppose made it to the Gover-
nor’s desk for him to sign or veto. 

The bills that made it to the Governor’s 
desk are in the table linked here along 
with the status of the bills. 

If you want more information on any of 
these bills, click on the link or links pro-
vided in the fourth column.  More exten-
sive write-ups of these bills were in pre-
vious legislative reports that appeared in 
our newsletter.

(Click here for the full report of the Leg-
islative Committee)

The state of the state is strong
by Cynthia Hart
As Governor Gavin Newsom observed 
in his final State of the State address, 
“California is menaced by a federal ad-
ministration that dismantles public ser-
vices, punishes allies across the globe, 
and sweeps the rule of law into the gut-
ter… But California, this uniquely bless-
ed state, is standing up.” Click here for a 
video and the full text of Newsom’s State 
of the Stare Address. 

Nowhere is that more evident than in the 
work of our State legislature where our 
electeds have carefully crafted legislation 
to shield California in every way possible.  

Take for example the "No Secret Police 
Act"—SB 627, which was endorsed by 
our Club. It will prohibit law enforce-
ment officers from wearing masks or 

other facial coverings while on duty. The 
new law, which goes into effect on Jan-
uary 1, 2026, also requires officers to be 
identifiable by name and badge number.  

Or how about AB 260 that would allow 
pharmacists to dispense mifepristone and 
other abortion-related medications with-
out including the patient's, prescriber's, 
or pharmacy's names on the label. That 
would safeguard both healthcare provid-
ers and patients from legal actions initi-
ated by states with stricter abortion laws.

And our own Assemblymember Isaac 
Bryan’s AB 246 (endorsed by the Club) 
would protect seniors and persons with 

disabilities from eviction in the event 
that Trump’s demolition of the Social Se-
curity Administration succeeds in inter-
rupting their monthly benefit payments.

There are more examples in this month’s 
Legislative Committee report. Click here 
for the full report. 

In these times, we feel powerless at the 
federal level, but at the State and local 
level we still have power to act.  

Comments expressed in the newsletter 
are the opinions of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent the position 

of the Culver City Democratic Club

Comments expressed in the 
newsletter are the opinions of the 

authors and do not necessarily 
represent the position of the 
Culver City Democratic Club

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ra0ESW8pk1uCRY4S6rnN00ohYfb9c8kUwxKRLjotSvE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ra0ESW8pk1uCRY4S6rnN00ohYfb9c8kUwxKRLjotSvE/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/09/09/on-175th-anniversary-of-statehood-governor-newsom-delivers-2025-state-of-the-state-letter-to-california-legislature/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/09/09/on-175th-anniversary-of-statehood-governor-newsom-delivers-2025-state-of-the-state-letter-to-california-legislature/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/09/09/on-175th-anniversary-of-statehood-governor-newsom-delivers-2025-state-of-the-state-letter-to-california-legislature/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ra0ESW8pk1uCRY4S6rnN00ohYfb9c8kUwxKRLjotSvE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ra0ESW8pk1uCRY4S6rnN00ohYfb9c8kUwxKRLjotSvE/edit?tab=t.0

